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ntil recently, Sudan was the
largest country in Africa, with
two million square kilometers
and more than 40 million
people, The recent secession of Southern
Sudan has reduced these figures, but it has
not diminished the overwhelming sensa-
tion of crossing a border once the traveler
steps off of the ferry that weekly connects
the Egyptian city of Asuan with Wadi Halfa.

But first we must embark. Passengers im-
mediately scurry to find places on the deck
or in the lounge. There are hundreds who
try to enter all at once with all their impedi-
ments. .. the old, young, suitcases, boxes,
bags, carpets, bicycles. .. screaming, sweat-
ing, pushing, cursing and just two latrines
for 700 people for 20 hours of sailing ahead
of us. As a surreal picture it may seem ter-
rible, but this is Africa and not a postcard.

That night we went to the ship's
bridge. The navigation was calm and
abowve us the clearest view of the Milky
Way I'd ever seen—amazing in its purity.
Just watching the African sky gives me
reason to do what | do. In the face of
such immensity everything else fades—
even the water that floods from the
ship’s filthy toilets into the Nile seems
only a little out of place.
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